Theology

Human Will
In Relation to God

Five Points

Does God
exist?

Can we be
confident
God exists?

NO

SHA

Is God able
to control
outcomes?

NO

SHX

Is the
future
knowable
to God?

Does
salvation
begin with
God calling
us and not
knowledge
about us?

SHA

Is the
will of man
bound until
God’s grace
transforms
and draws
him?

Are some
people chosen
to spend
eternity
apart from
God?

Is
God the
primary &
secondary
cause of
everything
that
happens?

NO

%

Atheism — Agnosticism shifts from the
belief that human will has no
transcendent cause to the position that
the ultimate cause of human will is
unknown or unknowable.

Agnosticism — Process Theology shifts
from uncertainty about God's existence
or role to the belief that God exists and
continually influences human choices
through persuasive power.

Process Theology — Open Theism shifts
from God's persuasive influence to a God
who still sovereignly governs but leaves
the future genuinely open.

Open Theism — Arminianism changes
primarily in the doctrine of foreknowledge,
while remaining similar in grace and
election.

Arminianism — Molinism shifts from
simple foreknowledge to middle
knowledge as the mechanism of providence.
Molinism — Option c shifts the
emphasis from possible worlds to God's
eternal perspective on time as the
reconciliation of sovereignty and human
freedom.

Option ¢ —» Thomism moves toward
stronger divine causation through
primary and secondary causation.
Thomism — Combatibilist Calvinism
shifts from God's infallible motion of the
will to God's exhaustive decree
expressed through compatibilist freedom.
Combatibilist Calvinism — Hard
Divine Determinism, emphasizes God's
exhaustive determination of every
event; God is the only true causal Agent.
Human choices are not in any sense
even compatibilistically free.

*Classically, Calvinism is a compatibilist form of Divine/Th

Does God
choose our
world from
other possible
worlds®?

General
Atheism

General
Agnosticism

Process
Theology

Open Theism

Option c:
Time-Salvation
Paradox

Compatibilist
Calvinism
or
Divine
Determinism

Occasionalism
or
Hard
Divine
Determinism *

ical D
or Hard Divine Determinism, represents the concept of exhaustive divine determinism in it’s most general
philosophical sense, not necessarily a distinct historical tradition. Some mistake Calvinism for Hard Divine Determinism.

While the last & first few views are unbiblical, the
list generally progresses down from least to most
divine control.

Uncaused

If no God exists, human
choices are determined by
nature, genetics, chemistry,
chance, and/or impersonal
laws. In other words, human
destiny is random or static.

Unknown Cause

If the existence of God is
unknown/unknowable, the
ultimate cause of human
will is unknown or
unknowable.

Minimal Cause

God influences and
persuades but does not
control as He cannot
unilaterally control
outcomes. God and the
world are in process
together.

Temporally
Limited Cause

God knows all possibilities
but future free choices are
not yet actual and thus not
exhaustively knowable.
A-theory of time.

Agent-Caused

God offers prevenient grace
that enables all people to
freely choose to accept or
resist Him. The elect are
those who God foreknew

would accept Him. Salvation

usually viewed as something
that can be lost.

Providential
Cause

God knows what each person
would freely do in any
possible circumstance

(middle knowledge) and

actualizes our world
accordingly.

Determining
& Agent Cause

God’s eternal calling (of an
elect) and man’s temporal choice
are the same salvation event
viewed from two different
ontological perspectives
(eternity & time). Salvation has
no temporal priority, only
logical ordering. Aligns
with B-theory
of time.

Predetermining
Cause

Concurrent causation: God
infallibly moves the human
will through efficacious
grace while preserving
genuine freedom as a,
secondary cause.

Determining
Cause
God has eternally decreed
whatsoever comes to pass,
including every event in history.
Nothing happens outside of God’s
sovereign decree or providence.
Man acts in accordance to his sin
nature and is thus morally
responsible as the
immediate or secondary
cause of sin.

Exhaustively
Determining
Cause

God determines every event.
There is no secondary causation
or compatibilist explanations.
God is the author of the story,
our thoughts, our desires;
God is the author of sin.

inism. The final category - Occasionalism
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Regardless which view of man’s will you hold, if man does not have libertarian free will, this does not disprove God’s
existence as God could have designed us in such a way. However, if man does have some level of libertarian free will, even

if it is limited, then it follows that God must exist (The Free Will Argument).




