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God the 

primary & 
secondary 

cause of
everything 

that
happens?
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Does
salvation
begin with
God calling
us and not
knowledge
about us?
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While the last & first few views are unbiblical, the
list generally progresses down from least to most
divine control.

Personal choice
could be viewed

as free or
determined;

ultimately based
on physics and

chemistry.

Unknown or
unknowable

Unknown or
unknowable

Unknown or
unknowable

Unknown or
unknowable

Unknown or
unknowable

Christ’s atoning
work is sufficient
for all people and
provides the basis

for salvation to
anyone who
believes. The
atonement is
universal in

provision, though
only effective for
those who freely

receive it.

God’s grace is
universally

extended and He
genuinely seeks to
draw every person
to Himself, yet it

remains resistible.
God never overrides
libertarian freedom

but continually
works persuasively

within history.

Salvation is
received through
faith and continued
relationship with
Christ. Salvation
often viewed as
something that

can be lost.

Man has genuine
libertarian

freedom and
always retains
the ability to

cooperate with
or resist God’s

persuasive
influence.

All outcomes
determined or

viewed as chance;
ultimately based
on physics and

chemistry.

Denies the
miraculous work

of Christ.
Denies God’s gift

of grace.
Denies the ability

of or need for
salvation.

TheologyStart Human Will
In Relation to God Five Points

Temporally
Limited Cause

God knows all possibilities 
but future free choices are 
not yet actual and thus not 

exhaustively knowable.
A-theory of time.

Agent-Caused

God offers prevenient grace 
that enables all people to 
freely choose to accept or 
resist Him. The elect are 
those who God foreknew 

would accept Him. Salvation 
usually viewed as something 

that can be lost.

Providential
Cause

God knows what each person 
would freely do in any 
possible circumstance 

(middle knowledge) and 
actualizes our world

accordingly.

Determining
& Agent Cause

God’s eternal calling (of an 
elect) and man’s temporal choice 

are the same salvation event 
viewed from two different 
ontological perspectives 

(eternity & time). Salvation has 
no temporal priority, only 

logical ordering. Aligns
with B-theory

of time.

Predetermining
Cause

Concurrent causation: God
infallibly moves the human 

will through efficacious 
grace while preserving 
genuine freedom as a

secondary cause.

Determining
Cause

God has eternally decreed
whatsoever comes to pass,

including every event in history. 
Nothing happens outside of God’s 
sovereign decree or providence. 

Man acts in accordance to his sin 
nature and is thus morally 

responsible as the
immediate or secondary

cause of sin.

God determines every event. 
There is no secondary causation 

or compatibilist explanations. 
God is the author of the story, 

our thoughts, our desires;
God is the author of sin.

General
Atheism

Does God
exist?

Is God able 
to control 
outcomes?

Is the 
future 

knowable
to God?

Can we be 
confident 

God exists?

Process
Theology

Arminianism

Molinism

Occasionalism
or

Hard
Divine

Determinism

M
AYBE

Option c:
Time-Salvation

Paradox

Compatibilist
Calvinism

or
Divine

Determinism

Open Theism

Exhaustively
Determining

Cause

Uncaused

Human
Ability

Divine
Choice

Christ’s
Work

Divine
Grace

Salvation
Finality

If no God exists, human 
choices are determined by 

nature, genetics, chemistry, 
chance, and/or impersonal

laws. In other words, human 
destiny is random or static. 

Theologetics.org

General
Agnosticism

Does God 
choose our 
world from 

other possible 
worlds?

Is the
will of man
bound until 
God’s grace 
transforms
and draws

him?

NO

Y
E

S

Thomism

Are some 
people chosen 

to spend 
eternity 

apart from 
God?

To what degree
can mankind

make choices?

Visualizing human
will as a story

How does God
move in us

and the world?

For whom did
Christ die?

How does God’s
grace interact

with human will?

Can salvation
be lost?

God does not
unilaterally
predestine

individuals for
salvation.

Instead, God
continually seeks
the good of every

person and
responds

relationally
to their free

decisions. God
cannot control

outcomes.

Christ reveals
God’s perfect

love and provides
the supreme
example and

means of
reconciliation.

Often Jesus’
revolutionary and

transformative
role is emphasized

over penal
substitution.

Grace is
persuasive rather

than coercive.
God constantly

calls every person
toward truth,
goodness, and

relationship, but
this grace can

always be
resisted.

Final destiny is
often understood

as an ongoing
relational

response to God,
and views on
judgments,

Heaven, and
universal

reconciliation
vary.

Man has genuine
libertarian

freedom and is
enabled by God’s
grace to respond

to Him. Future free
choices are not
predetermined,

allowing people to
make authentic

decisions.

God desires the
salvation of all and
chooses people in
accordance with
His redemptive

purposes but
election is

understood as
conditional rather
than unconditional.
Future free choices
are not yet known

to God.

*Classically, Calvinism is a compatibilist form of Divine/Theological Determinism. The final category - Occasionalism 
or Hard Divine Determinism, represents the concept of exhaustive divine determinism in it’s most general 
philosophical sense, not necessarily a distinct historical tradition. Some mistake Calvinism for Hard Divine Determinism.

*

A Book
Illustration

We are
characters who
may write our 

own story or act 
according to what 

was already 
written in a book 

that somehow
wrote itself.

God is an
improvisational 

actor collaborating 
with other actors
in a story that’s 
being written.

God authors
every event of the 

story from 
beginning to end; 

every action occurs 
exactly as He has 
determined, man 

plays no part.

God authors
the entire story,

and the characters 
willingly act 

according to their 
own motives, all of 
which fit perfectly 

within the story
He authored.

God is the
primary Author
who writes our 

story through real 
secondary authors, 

preserving their 
genuine agency.

God holds 
the entire book, 

seeing every page 
simultaneously 

while the
characters

experience the
story one page

at a time.

God chooses
which complete 
story to publish 
based on what 

every character 
would freely do in 
any possible story.

God writes the 
setting and invites 

characters
to determine their 

response.

God is writing the
story as history 

unfolds, knowing 
every possibility.

Total depravity is 
overcome by 

prevenient grace, 
enabling every-

one to respond to 
God.

Election is 
conditional
upon God's 

foreknowledge of 
faith.

Christ died for all 
people, though 

His atonement is 
effective only for 

believers.

Grace is
prevenient, 

universal, and 
resistible.

Believers must 
continue in faith; 
many Arminians 

affirm conditional 
security.

Humans possess 
libertarian 

freedom while 
God knows what 

every person 
would freely

do in any 
circumstance.

God sovereignly 
chooses which 
possible world

to actualize
using middle 
knowledge.

Christ's
atonement is 

sufficient for all 
and effective for 
believers within 

God's chosen 
world.

Grace is
resistible, but God 

providentially 
orders

circumstances to 
accomplish His 

purposes.

Views vary,
but many 

Molinists affirm 
perseverance 
while others

do not.

Humans make 
genuine choices 

within time while 
God's eternal 
perspective 

encompasses 
those choices 

without negating 
responsibility.

God's election 
from eternity and 

humanity's free 
response are 

complementary 
truths viewed 
from different 
perspectives.

Christ's
atonement is 

central to God's 
eternal plan and 

is applied through 
authentic 

temporal faith.

Grace is essential 
and universally 
offered, while 

human response 
remains 

genuinely 
meaningful 
within God's 

eternal
perspective.
Also, God’s 

transcendence is 
emphasized. 

God's eternal 
certainty and the 

believer's lived 
perseverance are 

understood as 
complementary 

rather than 
contradictory.

Fallen humanity 
requires

efficacious grace, 
yet the will 
remains a

genuine secondary 
cause moved by 

God.

God predestines 
through His 

eternal will while 
preserving true 

secondary 
causation.

Christ's
atonement is 

objectively 
sufficient and 

applied according 
to God's

providential 
order.

Grace is
intrinsically 

efficacious for
the elect while 

elevating rather 
than violating

the will.

Those
predestined by 

God will 
ultimately 
persevere 

through grace.

Humans are 
totally depraved 
and cannot come 
to God apart from 
irresistible grace 
though humans 

remain immediate 
moral agents.

God
unconditionally 
elects according 
to His sovereign 

decree alone.

Christ's
atonement is 

intended 
particularly and 

effectively for the 
elect.

Grace is
irresistible and 
infallibly brings 

the elect to faith.

The elect will 
certainly 
persevere 

because God 
preserves them.

All human 
choices

occur according 
to God's

determining 
decree alone.

God's eternal 
decree 

determines every 
event and every 

aspect of 
salvation and 

existence.

Christ's work 
perfectly 

accomplishes 
God's determined 
redemptive plan 

for those He 
chose.

Grace unfailingly 
accomplishes 
God's purpose 

according to His 
sovereign will for 

the ones He 
chooses.

Everyone reaches 
the end God has 

eternally 
determined; the 

elect are certainly 
saved according 

to His decree 
while sin is not 

the ultimate 
reason the lost
are separated 

from God. 

We may be 
characters in a

story or something 
like a book but

no one knows so
our part is

unknowable.

Unknown Cause

If the existence of God is 
unknown/unknowable, the 
ultimate cause of human

will is unknown or
unknowable.

Minimal Cause

God influences and 
persuades but does not 

control as He cannot
unilaterally control 

outcomes. God and the
world are in process 

together. 

Atheism → Agnosticism shifts from the 
belief that human will has no 
transcendent cause to the position that 
the ultimate cause of human will is 
unknown or unknowable.
Agnosticism → Process Theology shifts 
from uncertainty about God's existence 
or role to the belief that God exists and 
continually influences human choices 
through persuasive power.
Process Theology → Open Theism shifts 
from God's persuasive influence to a God 
who still sovereignly governs but leaves 
the future genuinely open.
Open Theism → Arminianism changes 
primarily in the doctrine of foreknowledge, 
while remaining similar in grace and 
election.
Arminianism → Molinism shifts from 
simple foreknowledge to middle 
knowledge as the mechanism of providence.
Molinism → Option c shifts the 
emphasis from possible worlds to God's 
eternal perspective on time as the 
reconciliation of sovereignty and human 
freedom.
Option c → Thomism moves toward 
stronger divine causation through 
primary and secondary causation.
Thomism → Combatibilist Calvinism 
shifts from God's infallible motion of the 
will to God's exhaustive decree 
expressed through compatibilist freedom.
Combatibilist Calvinism → Hard 
Divine Determinism, emphasizes God's 
exhaustive determination of every 
event; God is the only true causal Agent. 
Human choices are not in any sense
even compatibilistically free.

Regardless which view of man’s will you hold, if man does not have libertarian free will, this does not disprove God’s 
existence as God could have designed us in such a way. However, if man does have some level of libertarian free will, even 
if it is limited, then it follows that God must exist (The Free Will Argument).


